
Acting Workshop: Back to Classics
E  Lulu

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof]
In this class we will work together to explore classical acting styles. We will explore and develop the "basics" of
acting technique through acting games, improv, and monologue and scene work. We will explore how to access our
personal experiences to create characters and learn how to bring them to life in a way that feels believable to actor and
audience. We will perform excerpts from one of Shakespeare's plays at the end of the semester. Beginning and
experienced actors will all benefit from this course. Students who have already taken Acting at Urban are welcome to
return!

Advanced Algebra
B  

[Math Pre-Req][Math Prof]
Content - Polynomials, symbolic equations, exponent rules, systems of equations, complex numbers, quadratic
formula analysis, circle equations, patterns, nth terms, logic and mathematical writing.

Methods - Puzzles, problem solving and playing games. You'll work mainly in small groups. Your job is to not only
figure out but to also explain. There will be regular weekly homework assignments, quizzes, and two exams.

This class will offer the calculations prerequisite and logic twice during the semester. Students who have passed the
calculations pre-req and are in good standing in the course towards the end of the term, will be invited to sit for the
Math Application. 

Prerequisite - Teacher recommendation.

This class is a prerequisite for pre-calculus.

Advanced Modeling and Functions
F  Terry W

This course will focus on Mathematical Problem Solving.  We will focus on applying mathematics to practical
situations and real life problems.  

A mathematical model can be considered as a simplification of a real world problem or situation into a mathematical
form, thereby converting the real world problem into a mathematical problem.  In the process of solving many sorts of
problems, students will engage with the usefulness and power of mathematics. 

Prerequisite: Recommendation of the Math department.

Algebra 1
A  Cathy

[Math Pre-Req]
This class introduces you to the basic concepts of algebra: order of operations, signed numbers, solving equations,
graphing and slope, exponents and roots. Solving problems and playing games are the basic procedures of the class
and you will work mainly in small groups. Your job will be to figure out and explain how you did your work. There
will be regular homework, periodic quizzes and two tests.

This class will offer the calculations and/or logic pre-requisites of the Math Proficiency.



Algebra 2
B  Cathy

[Math Pre-Req]
This class is a continuation of Algebra 1 and will cover: distributive law, factoring, linear equations, two by two
systems of equations, linear and quadratic graphing, exponents and roots, nth terms, and the quadratic formula.

The basic procedures of the class include solving puzzles and short projects. You will work in small groups. Your job
will be to figure out and explain your work. There will be weekly homework, two quizzes, and two exams.

This class will offer the calculations prerequisite and logic twice during the semester.

American Indian Writers and History
E  Adam

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
One boy lives on the Spokane reservation but goes to a mostly white school.  Is he a "real Indian"?  Another boy lives
on the streets of Seattle, shoots up a bank full of civilians and then finds himself transported through time to several
important events for American Indians (like Custer's last stand at the Battle of Little Big Horn).  What's that all about?

Then there's a boy whose mother is the victim of a terrible crime that he decides to investigate and avenge. Who did it,
and how should he pay? Lastly, there's the girl with the Black father, Indian mother, and a mysterious, distant
grandmother.  Where does she fit into American society?  Where does she fit into the Indian world?   

In this course we will read several excellent novels, view several films, and consult non-fiction sources by and about
American Indians, both past and present. We will examine what makes these novels and films unique (is there such a
thing as an "American Indian voice" or an "American Indian experience"?), what seem to be the recurrent themes, and
how the history of American Indians affects the stories that get told.

American Sign Language (ASL): All levels welcome
A  Alan
B  Alan

[Foreign Language]
American Sign Language (ASL) is the third most common non-English language used in the United States behind
Spanish and Chinese and continues to be one of the fastest growing languages of study in the United States.

"ASL is a visually perceived, gesture-based language." That means it is a language that is expressed through the hands
and face and is perceived through the eyes.  If you furrow your eyebrows, tilt your head, glance in a certain direction,
twist your body a certain way, puff your cheek, or any number of other "inflections" --you are adding or changing
meaning in ASL.  A "visual gestural" language carries just as much information as an oral/aural (mouth/ear) language.

The best way to learn ASL is through interactive activities, hands-on experience guided by the teacher. This is a great
opportunity for you to learn a new language, and who knows, perhaps some of you could make a career out of it to
become an ASL interpreter!



Aztecs and Conquistadors: Sorting Fact from Fiction in the Spanish "Conquest"
D  Rachel B

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
Traditional histories of the meeting between indigenous Americans and Europeans depict the events as a remarkably
quick and lopsided victory: Cortes and a small group of Spaniards rode into Tenochtitlan (Mexico City) on horseback
and awed the armies of Emperor Moctezuma into submission. And the Aztecs were cannibals after all!

An examination of primary sources--Cortes' letters to his king, indigenous Nahua and Mayan drawings and written
records--and new histories tell us another, more complicated story of incomplete conquest and ongoing brutality and
resistance. 

In this course we will study different sources on the history of the American indigenous American and Spanish
encounter- paintings, films, oral histories, written histories - to understand how "Latin America" came into being and
what it unleashed.

Outside reading and writing and in-class discussions are integral parts of the course. You will have the opportunity to
write your Social Studies pre-req.or proficiency.

Basketball
R  Adam

Come play basketball.  It will be friendly (as in no trash-talking and everyone gets to play and no one hogs the ball). 
You can play in the games or just shoot around. But you can't be on your phone. . .

Calculus: Exploring the Mountains and Valleys of Mathematical Patterns
A  Justine

[Math Prof]
Learn how to measure change and how to use those tools to make predictions and better understand some of the
functions you've explored in algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and beyond.  We will also explore the real-world
phenomena best described by these functions and what derivatives (one type of calculus) tell us about them.

Students will work in small groups and individually. You will solve puzzles, logic proofs, and weekly problem sets.
There will also be quizzes and tests.

Prerequisite: teacher recommendation

Chess
J  Daniel

Like to play chess? Want to learn how? This is the activities period for you!

For more advanced players, there will be some strategy exercises available. We will offer individualized (gentle)
instruction for those who want to improve their game, as well as board-position puzzles for those who want to try
them. Players will be asked to play with different partners over the course of the semester to expand their playing
strategies.



Child Psychology
D  Rachel S

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
How do children think? How do they learn?

What can we learn about childhood from our memories? How have our childhood experiences shaped who we are
today? These are some of the questions we will be touching upon in this course. 

In this course we will spend time reflecting on childhood experiences, read and analyze children's books and observe
some children at the Ella Baker School.

Developmental theories including those of Rousseau, Locke, Freud and Erikson will be discussed, as well as
Frameworks that describe how children learn through cognitive, emotional and social influences. We will watch films
that will show different realities children face and discuss the ethics behind experiments conducted on both animals
and children in the name of the science of psychology.

College Applications Workshop
J  Rachel B, Rachel W

Do you need time every week just to focus on completing all of your college applications?  Seniors are encouraged to
sign up for this activity period and get time and support to work on their college lists and applications.

Computer Programming: Graphics and Imaging
D  Terri G

[Math Pre-Req][Math Prof]
In this Python programming class, we will be creating imaging programs.  We will use numbers and math to generate
fascinating images.  Finite automata.  Fractal landscapes and clouds.  Mandelbrot sets.  Don't know what they are? 
Don't worry - you will!

You do not need to have programming experience, but you must have passed Algebra 1 and have permission of the
math department.

This class will offer the logic prerequisite once during the semester.

Consumer Chemistry
F  Terri G

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
From gum to batteries to shaving cream, you are inundated with choices every time you walk into a store. But how
should you spend your money? Are some brands actually better than others? Once you buy a product, what's the best
way to use it? What about homemade solutions like washing out stains with seltzer water -- how well do they work? Is
it worth it? In this hands-on science class, you'll answer these kinds of questions through your own experiments.



Current Issues Discussion
J  Herb

The primaries are over; the mid-term election is less than 6 weeks away. Will the House of Representatives be
controlled by Democrats? The Senate? Are local elections important?

What issues do you want to think about with this group? 

We'll decide together, week by week, and try to dig up an article or two to read about our chosen topic.

You can attend regularly or pop in on a week when the issue interests you.

Everyone is welcome.

Darkroom Photography
G  Roy [also meets 3:30pm to 5:00pm on Tuesdays]

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof][Crit Pre-Req Course]
This class is open to both experienced photographers and students with no photography experience. Through an initial
group photography assignment and weekly individual assignments focusing on your individual topic, the class will
create photographs in the darkroom and discuss what makes them visually significant and relevant. We will also visit
various galleries around the city that concentrate on presenting photography. A final presentation of class work will be
required at the end of the semester.

A Tuesday lab is required for this course, from 3:30-5:00.

Digital Photography
F  Roy

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof][Crit Pre-Req Course]
Through weekly projects and group critiques, this class will explore how to use digital photography to create visually
interesting images.  We will also use the computer and the open-source programs: GIMP (similar to Photoshop) to
learn how to manipulate these images, and Inkscape to design page layouts that incorporate text, graphics and color
with our images.  

Each student will be responsible for compiling a final portfolio of their semester's work, and will also have the
opportunity to contribute pages to this year's yearbook.  

This is a digital darkroom and computer design course.  Though there is no scheduled after school lab set aside for this
class, you will need to complete work on school computers during class and after school.



Dungeons and Dragons
J  Peter

We of the Urban GreyCloaks are seeking adventurers! We are looking for the bravest knights who will charge into
battle without a second thought! The most skilled hunters to brave the wilds, the wittiest rogues who will uncover
mysterious and ancient treasures! The most daring wizards who fear not the limits of mankind! Let's slay some
dragons, explore the space-time continuum, and maybe earn some new companions along the way!

In all seriousness, this is a an activities period centered around the age old game of Dungeons and Dragons. It's acting,
math, and partying* all rolled up into one dice rolling extravaganza. If you're willing to step outside yourself, and try
playing a character in a role-playing game sign up!

Dice will be provided, but feel free to bring your own! 20 sided preferred!
"Don't try to understand everything in nature, just look at it and enjoy it."
*This is a play on words. D&D groups are often called "parties."

Energy
F  Daniel

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
What is energy and where does energy come from? How have energy sources available to human beings changed over
time? Is our supply of energy infinite or finite? What are the significant environmental impacts associated with the
most widely used energy sources in the United States? What is the future of renewable energy in the United States? Is
natural gas a cleaner form of energy? What forms of energy losses can occur during an energy conversion?
What is E=mc2 and what role did the equation play in our understanding of science?   

Energy is one of science's core ideas and perhaps the most central concept to all of science. Energy is the concept
people must understand in order to make informed decisions about important policy issues including climate change,
energy production, conservation, toxic waste, and war in the Middle East.

In this class, we will conduct various hands-on activities to understand energy, energy conversion, and the concept of
energy conservation.

Essay Writing: Just for Seniors
B  Becky

[Writing Req]
In this course students will focus on mastering the skill of writing an essay --analytical essays, college essays,
persuasive essays.  Students will write on a variety of controversial topics and workshop these essays as a group.
Along the way, we will also build our vocabularies and hone our grammar skills.
 
The class will read a number of essays including newspaper opinion pieces, reviews of restaurants and movies,
personal essays and college application essays.



Ethics
D  Rachel W

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
How do we tell right from wrong?  Is it only a matter of personal opinion?  What are our moral responsibilities, if any,
to other people? Do we have any moral obligations to other living things?

In this philosophy course we will read several theories of morality as well as reading philosophers who believe all
morality is relative.  We will also look at a several present-day ethical controversies such as:  Do animals have rights?
Is abortion ethical? Under what circumstances is it OK to kill another person? Is there such a thing as a just war?

Expect provocative and challenging readings and discussions.

Fascism
G  Avram

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
What is fascism? What is a fascist? How is fascism related to the Nazis? What is a fascist dictatorship? How did
fascist movements come to power in Italy and Nazi Germany? Is the United States in danger of becoming a fascist
state? Are groups such as the KKK, the "alt-right," and white power organizations fascist?

This course will explore these questions by examining the rise and conduct of fascism in Europe and comparing
European fascism to groups and individuals calling themselves and being called fascist in the U.S.A. and other parts of
the world today.

Film Studies: An Introduction
E  Rachel B

[CA Pre-Req Course][Crit Pre-Req Course]
Movies have been called our "national dreams," and many critics, most of them older than you, complain that movies
of today are lacking. But what are the criteria for a great film?

In this course we will study films, some "classics" and some current favorites. We will read analyses of the films and
behind-the-scenes accounts of their creation. We will look carefully at them and compare them to judge for ourselves
which are most real, relevant, challenging, entertaining and artistic.

This is primarily a film watching course, although we will be making short scenes of our own. Next semester we will
offer a hands-on filmmaking course, and we recommend that students interested in making movies take this course
first.

Fun with Fitness: (with a Personal Trainer)
G  Lulu, Sarando

[Phys Ed]
In this class you will learn proper form and technique for basic calisthenic and medicine ball exercises.  You will
participate in games and sports such as dodgeball, kickball, soccer, steal the bacon, or pickleball.  You will also have
the opportunity to be a peer mentor by demonstrating and leading group activities such as exercise stations and games. 

On Fridays part of the period will be a work lab.

PLEASE NOTE: Students from P226M's middle school will participate in this course.



Games
J  Ana

Like to play games? Backgammon, Blockus, Clue, Connect Four and many others. We'll learn them and play them.
Bring suggestions for other possible options. No prior experience necessary -- just be ready to play.

Geometry: Measuring Earth ... and Beyond
B  Justine

[Math Pre-Req]
How can we make, measure, and move objects which are tiny, impossibly large, and everything in between? We will
use string, origami, and other tools to explore zero-, one-, two-, and three-dimensional objects and place them in each
other's universes. 

Students will work in small groups and individually. You will solve puzzles, logic proofs, and weekly problem sets.
There will also be quizzes and tests. 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

Girl Talk
J  Taina

The purpose of this group is to explore different topics that interest the group members themselves. Yup! It's all about
you. Whether it's about body image, relationships, self-esteem, stress, other mental health concerns, or current events -
we can talk about it all. Here you will be encouraged to share any thoughts and feelings you may have as well as any
struggles you are experiencing in a safe and supportive environment in order to feel empowered, gain self-awareness,
develop coping and real world problem-solving skills.

H2O
E  Daniel

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
What is water and is it a living or non-living thing? What role does water play in the human body? Is water wet or dry?
Is drinking 8 glasses of water a day a myth? Is water the most important environmental issue in the 21st century? 
Was the Flint water crisis an environmental injustice? Why or why not? Are NYC public schools' water fountains safe
to drink? Why or why not?

Cape Town is likely to run out of water in 2018 and many cities from around the world may experience similar
droughts; could New York City be next?

This course will introduce students to the science of water with direct emphasis on the global water crisis. There will
be assigned readings and written assignments in this course.

In this hands-on science course, students will complete a lab report from an independent environmental science
experiment that they will design and conduct at the end of the semester.



Hip Hop with Lacey
E  Lacey

[CA Pre-Req Course][Phys Ed]
This is a high energy hip hop class that will have you engaged from start to finish.  The essential elements of this class
are rhythm, coordination, technique, and style development.  Are you an aspiring hip hop dancer?  If the answer is yes,
then this class is guaranteed to point you in the right direction.

Hooked: Crochet and Yarnwork
J  Terri G

Let's crochet! This Activities Period class is open to any needleworkers, but I'll only be teaching crochet. If you want
to knit, do needlepoint, quilt, tat, whatever, it's all good! We'll chat and work and relax.

Human Reproduction
A  Terri G

[Non Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course]
Where do babies come from? How do they go from being a single cell to a whole human being? How can you keep
from getting one started? What if you want to make one and you can't? What are your options?

We will be reading excerpts from children's books and textbooks.  We will talk to people involved in helping people
prevent babies, create babies and make sure they come out okay.  We will read and analyze journal articles about
current research being conducted on all of these topics.

This is NOT a hands-on class!  You will NOT be able to write the science pre-requisite lab report in this course.

Indoor Basketball
J  Cathy

[Phys Ed]
Are you all about that hoop life? Want to dribble, shoot and play defense? Come and have fun.  There will be no trash
talk!

Journeys: Literature of Migration
B  Cora

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
Why do people move? What doors does migration open, and what doors does it close? Is it possible to go home again?

We will discuss these questions and more as we read fiction from writers around the world whose works explore what
happens when people decide to move-- or are forced to. 

We will bring our own experiences and knowledge of current events to bear on discussions of how choices are made to
stay in a place or to leave it, and the impact these movements have on individual lives. 

Our texts include the story of a young Mexican migrant worker who is brought across the border by his parents, as
well as a novel that examines the descendents of two sisters born in Ghana 250 years ago, one who was sold into
slavery in America, and one who stayed behind.

Outside reading and writing and in-class discussions are integral parts of the course. You will have the opportunity to
write your Literature pre-req.



Looking for An Argument
A  Herb, Teresa

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof][Writing Req]
- Is social media dumbing down America's students?
- Is Donald Trump really an "idiot"?
- Should schools have dress codes?

There are many controversial issues out there; we'll argue a wide range of them.

You will be able to explore the logic of viewpoints you seriously disagree with.

You'll develop talents you didn't know you had.

This is a college prep course designed to help you:
- think through controversial issues
- support your beliefs effectively
- take useful notes
- highlight key points in your readings
- write essays under time limit pressure

Though no homework will be assigned, if you miss a class, the classwork will need to be made up at home.

Math Workshop
F  Kiki

Do you need some extra help with math? This workshop is designed so that students in similar math classes can work
together along with additional support from a teacher.

Meditation
R  Kevin

This class welcomes experienced and inexperienced students interested in practicing Mindfulness Meditation.
Meditations will vary in focus and technique. 
Throughout the semester we hope to improve awareness, concentration, and/or boost wellness. 

Note: Cell phones are not allowed during this period

Nihongo to Bunka: Japanese Language and Culture
E  Rachel S, Roy

[Foreign Language]
In this course we will learn and study entry level Japanese. The study of Japanese language will not only include the
memorization of vocabulary, hiragana, katakana and some Kanji, but we will also look at many cultural aspects of
Japan. We hope to take some trips to Japanese stores, eat some Japanese food, see Japanese art, and familiarize
ourselves with Japanese practices and traditions. We will implement some of these practices in our learning and daily
lives as much as possible.

Note: Last year's Japanese students are welcome to continue in this course.



Novels
A  Karen

[General Prof Skills]
Would you like to read more? Are you having trouble getting started? Do you  have a hard time figuring out what
book to choose? Maybe you have never enjoyed reading novels or have never read a novel you enjoyed. Perhaps
you've never actually finished a novel.
In this course you will:

    * choose what you read
    * decide whether you like it
    * give and take recommendations about what to read from your classmates
    * learn what you like to read
    * write reviews about the books you read
    * read short stories which introduce you to a range of genres

Number Theory and Pre-Algebra
A  Kiki
B  Roy

[Math Pre-Req]
If you are not yet proficient in decimals, fractions, proportions, percents and signed numbers, this course will help to
fill in those gaps in your math knowledge.  In this class you'll mostly work in small groups doing puzzles and
problems with your classmates. 

This class will help you pass the calculations prerequisite of the math proficiency.

Painting Workshop
A  Marcela
E  Marcela
F  Marcela
G  Marcela

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof]
Do you want to know how to paint but have no clue what colors to mix to get orange, purple or green? Have you
painted before but need practice creating space, light and shadows on a canvas?  Do you want to experiment with
gauche, acrylic and watercolor? 

This class will focus on the basic "rules" of painting. We will begin by conducting color and color mixing
experiments. We will analyze how professional painters have used color to create space, light and mood. We will use a
variety of media including watercolor, acrylic and gauche. We will create a series of paint sketches before settling on a
final painting series.



Physics 101
D  Daniel

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
What is the role of physics in our society? Should the United States convert to the metric unit? Why or why not? Are
speed limits for safety or revenue? Why does an object in motion remain in motion?
Why are there weight limits in elevators?  

In this hands-on science course, students will employ concepts in physics to explore and analyze questions about the
world around us. Students will conduct background research, collect and analyze data using mathematical techniques.
Students will follow the scientific method to write lab reports.

Plant Science
E  Shingi

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
How to grow and care for plants is very controversial, believe it or not. Very few people will agree on how much
water to use or which fertilizer is better. This makes plant science fertile ground for doing experiments. Can you
develop and carry out an experiment to test whether tap water is better for plants than spring water? Are plastic pots
better than clay ones? In this class you will learn how to set up experiments, make observations, take measurements
and draw conclusions. Since every experiment can be improved, you will learn how to pick out problems and figure
out how to solve them. You will have opportunities to write a qualifying lab pre-req or to start a proficiency.

Plays and Playwriting
F  Rachel W

[CA Pre-Req Course] [CA Prof] [Crit Pre-Req Course][Writing Req]
In this creative writing workshop we will go to plays, read several short plays and write scenes -  based on both our
lives and our imagination - that will eventually develop into short, one-act plays. Students will work on their writing
with Chris Ceraso, an actor and playwright, and we will also host guest professional actors throughout the term.  

This class can count as an art, criticism or English class, as you need.

Beginning and experienced writers are all welcome.  Students who took the course before are welcome to take it again,
including students who are planning on doing their creative arts proficiency in playwriting.

Poetry Workshop: Controversy, Protest and Propaganda
F  Lulu

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof][Writing Req]
This semester, we will put a strong focus on reading poems that were controversial, written in protest, or as
propaganda. We will learn how poets use figurative language to send a clear message, and how to use the same
techniques to find our own voices as poets. By the end of the workshop, students will have a portfolio of original
works and, hopefully, a new way of looking at the world and expressing themselves in it. Students who have already
taken Poetry at Urban are welcome to return.

Proficiency Lab
D  Karen

In this lab, students will work independently on proficiency and pre-requisite papers and projects that have been
assigned in other classes. You must be a Junior or a Senior with specific goals to sign up.



Psych - Lit
F  Karen

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
In this literature class we will examine the experiences of characters who struggle with deep psychological issues. 
Some of these issues are ones they are conscious of, while others remain largely unexamined, hidden deep in their
unconscious.  For some of these characters, their struggles push them to the brink. What happens to them?   

Students taking this class will be expected to read both fiction and non-fiction works. We will examine the writings of
Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung and other psychologists who offer real insight into the workings of the human mind.

Puerto Rico: Past, Present and Future
A  Avram

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
How did Puerto Rico become part of the United States and should it stay that way? Why is Puerto Rico's economy
struggling now and what can be done about that?  How have the recent hurricanes in Puerto Rico and the U.S.
government's response to them affected the Puerto Rican people? How are Puerto Ricans living in the mainland USA
connected to the island or not? What is Puerto Rico's relationship to the United States?

In this course, we will try to answer these and other questions. We will begin by looking at some of the problems
Puerto Rico faces now, proceed to an investigation of Puerto Rican history and culture, and consider throughout the
question of Puerto Rican identity. We will use literature, film, history, journalism and interviews with guest speakers
to get at these issues. There will be at least one major paper and regular reading and writing homework assigned.
While this course may be of special interest to students with a Puerto Rican background, all students who are
interested in the subject are encouraged and invited to enroll in it.

Reading with Audio Books
R  Rachel S

Choose your book and listen to it online.

Reading with Avram
R  Avram

During this reading period we'll be reading a biography of a New Yorker.

Schoolyard Games
R  Lulu

In this 30-minute class we will be playing games in the schoolyard.



Science Bios
G  Daniel

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
Which scientist from Newton to Marie Curie to Neil deGrasse Tyson did you as a child aspire to be and why? Which
experiment of your favorite scientist would you like to investigate and why? Did an apple really fall on Newton's head
to inspire him to develop the theory of gravity? Why or why not?

These are some of the inquiry questions that will be discussed in this course. Students will identify an inspiring
scientist and will conduct an in depth research about their life, education, innovations and contributions to the
scientific community.  
Students will complete independent hands-on experiments imitating their favorite scientists. 

There will be guest speakers, museum visits, and student presentations about their favorite scientists.

Science Proficiency Workshop
G  Shingi

[Sci Prof]
Are you ready to finish your science proficiency? Are you conducting an experiment from a class that doesn't meet this
semester? Do you need guidance conducting and writing your background research? This is where you belong.

You must have the science prerequisite, and you must have started your Proficiency (i.e. have a mentor and a plan) in
order to enroll in this course.

Note: If you have permission from a science teacher you may also enroll for extra support in working on your
proficiency in another class.

Sparks!
D  Shingi

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
We live in an electronic world. How do circuits work? What is electricity? Where do we get it from and how do we
use it to make stuff happen? Do magnets have anything to do with electricity?

In this course we will investigate some of the physics of electricity (and magnetism), as well as look at how common
appliances work, design and build motors and generators, and conduct experiments. You will have chances to write lab
reports.

Student Action Committee
J  Kevin

The Student Action Committee is a group of students who are interested in taking action to keep Urban a welcoming
community. You are encouraged to join this group which serves to express an informed student voice. It is, basically, a
good way in which you can work with others to insure that the Urban Academy remains the school you believed in
when you decided to attend it.



Tap Dancing: (we'll provide the tap shoes!)
J  Teresa

Do you find yourself tapping your toes in class? On line? Washing dishes? Learn some rhythms to go with those taps.
We will practice the tap basics. Come have fun learning some beats with your feet.

All levels are welcome to come and tap.

The Art of Bookmaking
G  Cora, Rachel S

[CA Pre-Req Course][Crit Pre-Req Course][Crit Prof]
In this course we will engage in a mix of creative writing and art activities with the final goal of each creating a
unique, handmade accordion book. We will visit the Morgan Library Museum's collection to examine primary sources,
including medieval and Renaissance manuscripts. We will also take a look at various graphic novels and children's
books, exploring how images and text complement each other in a story. 

In addition to constructing, writing and illustrating your book, you will be creating your own paints with natural and
precious materials, such as saffron (from flowers), malachite (stone), cochineal (insects) and gold leaf. 

Through our gallery visits, analysis of illuminated manuscripts and other art, you will also have the opportunity to
complete your criticism proficiency. 

(Those who have taken prior sketching or painting courses and are interested in persuing their creative arts proficiency
in this course should speak to Marcela).

The Harlem Renaissance
G  Karen

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper][Crit Pre-Req Course][Crit Prof]
Between 1916 and about 1940, Harlem became the epicenter of an artistic and cultural revolution in black America. 
Black writers were publishing books. Black artists had their work shown in galleries.  Black composers, musicians and
singers performed jazz music to audiences nationally and internationally. The flowering of black creativity and talent
was unprecedented in American history.  Black people were finally "proud to be black" and whites appeared to enjoy
that outpouring of talent as well!!

However, what were the factors that triggered this Renaissance? What led to its beginning?  What led to its end? Who
were the key players?  Why was Harlem the place where it all seemed to happen? Why not some other American city?

In this literature/criticism class we will look at the literature and art that came out of that period and decide what the
impact of it ultimately was.



The U.S. Constitution
D  Avram

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
The Constitution, which is the basis for law and government in the United States, was written 229 years ago. Who
wrote it and why was it written? What was its intended purpose? How has the Constitution changed and remained the
same since then? How does it positively and negatively influence life in our country? How and why do people
interpret its meaning differently?

Students will read, discuss and write about these and other questions, drawing on a variety of primary and secondary
source readings and a variety of guest speakers.

Walking with Roy
R  Roy

A sometimes brisk 30-minute walk around the Upper East Side.  There will be no homework, but you must be
prepared to walk every class.

Weight Training
R  Terry W

In this 30-minute period you'll be making fitness goals for yourself and working to meet them in the weight room.

What's the Story?: Stories About Men and Women
B  Gail

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
What is expected of males in our society? What is expected of females? What happens when those expectations cross
paths with real people living real lives? 

In this Literature class we will read short stories about men and women and have a chance to explore these questions.
We'll look at whether gender influences the lives of authors and the characters they have created as well as our own. 

You can work on a prereq paper in this class.

Yoga and Meditation
B  Kevin

[Phys Ed]
Would you like to increase your flexibility, improve your focus and boost your wellness? Then join us in this class as
we explore the benefits of yoga and meditation. We will practice yoga postures, mindful breathing, relaxation, and
meditation. Through these techniques, we will improve our physical and emotional strength and awareness. The skills
we develop in this class will also help you better cope with stress. 

We have a quiet, private space for this class. Students are expected to change into loose, yoga-appropriate clothing at
the beginning of the period.

You do not need any prior experience -- just an open mind!


