
Acting Workshop
F  Lulu

[CA Pre-Req Course]
In this class we will explore and develop the "basics" of acting technique through acting games, improv, and
monologue and scene work. As a class we will break down a play to explore clues to character development that come
from the play's text. Scenes and monologues will be assigned and we will explore how to access our personal
experiences to bring the characters to life in a way that acting them feels believable to actor and audience. The scenes
and monologues will be presented at the end of the semester. Beginning and experienced actors will all benefit from
this course. Students who have already taken Acting at Urban are welcome to return!

Admissions Committee
J  Caitlin, Gail

Students who are interested in interviewing prospective students should talk to Gail or Caitlin. One year at Urban is
required.

Advanced Algebra
G  Kiki

[Math Pre-Req][Math Prof]
Content - Polynomials, symbolic equations, exponent rules, systems of equations, complex numbers, quadratic
formula analysis, circle equations, patterns, nth terms, logic and mathematical writing.

Methods - Puzzles, problem solving and playing games. You'll work mainly in small groups. Your job is to not only
figure out but to also explain. There will be regular weekly homework assignments, closed book quizzes, and two
exams.

This class will offer the calculations prerequisite and logic twice during the semester. Students who have passed the
calculations pre-req and are in good standing in the course towards the end of the term, will be invited to sit for the
Math Application. 

Prerequisite - Teacher recommendation.

This class is a prerequisite for pre-calculus.

Advanced ASL
A  Alan

[Foreign Language]
American Sign Language (ASL) is the third most common language non-English used in the United States behind
Spanish and Chinese and continues to be one of the fastest growing languages of study in the United States.

"ASL is a visually perceived, gesture-based language." That means it is a language that is expressed through the hands
and face and is perceived through the eyes.  It isn't just waving your hands in the air.  If you furrow your eyebrows, tilt
your head, glance in a certain direction, twist your body a certain way, puff your cheek, or any number of other
"inflections" --you are adding or changing meaning in ASL.  A "visual gestural" language carries just as much
information as an oral/aural (mouth/ear) language.

The best way to learn ASL is through interactive activities, hands on experience guided by the teacher. This is a great
opportunity for you to learn a new language, and who knows, perhaps some of you could make a career out of it to
become an ASL interpreter!



Algebra 1
A  Kiki
B  Kiki

[Math Pre-Req]
This class introduces you to the basic concepts of algebra: order of operations, signed numbers, solving equations,
graphing and slope, exponents and roots. Solving problems and playing games are the basic procedures of the class
and you will work mainly in small groups. Your job will be to figure out and explain how you did your work. There
will be regular homework, periodic quizzes and two tests.

This class will offer the calculations and/or logic pre-requisites of the Math Proficiency.

Algebra 2
D  Andrea

[Math Pre-Req]
This class is a continuation of Algebra 1 and will cover: distributive law, factoring, linear equations, two by two
systems of equations, linear and quadratic graphing, exponents and roots, nth terms, and the quadratic formula.

The basic procedures of the class include solving puzzles and short projects. You will work in small groups. Your job
will be to figure out and explain your work. There will be weekly homework, two quizzes, and two exams.

This class will offer the calculations prerequisite and logic twice during the semester.

American Sign Language (ASL): Beginners
B  Alan

[Foreign Language]
American Sign Language (ASL) is the third most common language non-English used in the United States behind
Spanish and Chinese and continues to be one of the fastest growing languages of study in the United States.

"ASL is a visually perceived, gesture-based language." That means it is a language that is expressed through the hands
and face and is perceived through the eyes.  It isn't just waving your hands in the air.  If you furrow your eyebrows, tilt
your head, glance in a certain direction, twist your body a certain way, puff your cheek, or any number of other
"inflections" --you are adding or changing meaning in ASL.  A "visual gestural" language carries just as much
information as an oral/aural (mouth/ear) language.

The best way to learn ASL is through interactive activities, hands on experience guided by the teacher. This is a great
opportunity for you to learn a new language, and who knows, perhaps some of you could make a career out of it to
become an ASL interpreter!

Anson's Men
J  Anson

This activities group will focus on issues around the male gender, whether it be relationships, growing up, and/or the
role of men in society.  Let's create definitions, challenge societal expectations, and talk about these issues without
judgment, but with open minds.



Bugs and Worms: Invertebrate Behavior
A  Terri G

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
This hands-on animal behavior class will focus on animals without backbones - invertebrates.  We will look at them as
we explore issues in animal behavior like sex, dominance, and learning.  They are also prolific enough for us to look at
population changes over time.  Regular homework and lab reports will be assigned.

Calculations Prerequisite: Getting to the Finish Line
J  Becky

[Math Pre-Req]
If you almost passed the calculations test last semester but not quite, you'll be able to fill in your math holes in this
workshop.  Your study will be tailored to your particular needs.  

Note: If you start in this class and then pass the calculations test, you can move into another class for the rest of the
semester.

Chess
J  Daniel

Like to play chess? Want to learn how? This is the activities period for you!

For more advanced players, there will be some strategy exercises available. Chess expert Bobby Muhammad will be
offering individualized (gentle) instruction for those who want to improve their game. Players will be asked to play
with different partners over the course of the semester to expand their playing strategies.

Choose Your Own Adventure
F  Caitlin

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
Do you have a passion for baseball or basketball? Have you always wanted to know more about the Black Power
Movement, the Gay Rights Movement, child soldiers, or the criminal justice system? Do you want to know more about
ISIS or Donald Trump or social media? Are you still confused about who bombed the World Trade Center? Is there
anything that has happened or is happening in this city, this country or in the world that you want to know more about?
 Do you want the chance to choose what it is you study?

In this course you will have the chance to choose for yourself a subject you want to learn more about and do just that. 
The only requirements are that it be about something that really happened or is happening now and that there is a book
out there about it.  If you can read about it, then you can study it here.

We will be reading in class, sharing what we learn, debating questions that emerge, and putting it all together in
presentations and essays.



Computer Programming: Graphics and Imaging
B  Terri G

[Math Pre-Req][Math Prof]
In this Python programming class, we will be creating imaging programs.  We will use numbers and math to generate
fascinating images.  Finite automata.  Fractal landscapes and clouds.  Mandelbrot sets.  Don't know what they are? 
Don't worry - you will!

You do not need to have programming experience, but you do need permission from the math department.

Constitutional Law
E  Adam, Rachel W

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
How much protection is there for what you put on Facebook or Instagram - can you be arrested for threatening to beat
someone up, or even kill them, if you imply that you might be joking? Can a state decide to outlaw abortion? Can a
radio station be fined for airing a comedian's monologue that features vulgar, curse words?  Can cheerleaders at a
public high school football game run onto the field with a banner proclaiming "Win this one for Christ"?  Can a school
suspend you for wearing gang colors? Should Texas be allowed to set its own immigration policy (different from the
rest of the country's)? If the police beat you up to get you to admit to a crime, can your statements ever be used against
you?

What do these questions have in common?

These are issues of constitutional law that have been or will be decided by the United States Supreme Court, and they
all affect your individual rights. In this class we will examine several constitutional questions by reading Supreme
Court cases, by talking to lawyers and other legal experts and by arguing about the cases in class. We will also pick a
case being heard this term, read related cases, and then travel to either Washington, D.C. or Albany, NY to hear oral
argument in the case.

All students will be expected to function as lawyers (writing briefs and arguing cases) and judges (asking oral
argument questions and writing opinions) during class.

Current Issues
A  Avram, Herb
B  Avram, Herb

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
Has Barack Obama's Presidency improved life in the United States? Do billionaires control our government? Are
safety and security more important than privacy? Is our government too big? Does it really matter who is appointed to
the Supreme Court? Should we spend more on our military? This course will discuss many of the issues being raised
in this year's Presidential elections. Students will also choose an issue they find most interesting, research the topic,
lead a class discussion and write a research paper on their choice. We will be interviewing a range of people involved
in the political process. One of our aims is to make you a knowledgeable, confident interviewer who can ask good
questions without fear. Even if you hate social studies, we'll work to help you enjoy this course.



Darkroom Photography
G  Roy

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof][Crit Pre-Req Course]
This class is open to both experienced photographers and students with no photography experience. Through an initial
group photography assignment and weekly individual assignments focusing on your individual topic, the class will
create photographs in the darkroom and discuss what makes them visually significant and relevant. We will also visit
various galleries around the city which concentrate on presenting photography. A final presentation of class work will
be required at the end of the semester.

A Tuesday lab is required for this course, from 3:30-5:00.

Digital Photography
F  Roy

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof][Crit Pre-Req Course]
Through weekly projects and group critiques, this class will explore how to use digital photography to create visually
interesting images.  We will also use the computer and the open-source programs: GIMP (similar to Photoshop) to
learn how to manipulate these images, and Inkscape to design page layouts that incorporate text, graphics and color
with our images.  

Each student will be responsible for compiling a final portfolio of their semester's work, and will also have the
opportunity to contribute pages to this year's yearbook.  

This is a digital darkroom and computer design course.  Though there is no scheduled after school lab set aside for this
class, you will need to complete work on school computers during class and after school.

Documentary Photography: In The Darkroom
F  Rachel B

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof][Crit Pre-Req Course]
In this darkroom course we will be using old fashioned film cameras to take photographs of the people and places in
our lives - friends, families, hang out spots - or other things in the city you love or hate and want to document.

In order to make our own work better we will look at the work of a few photographers who have shot the city. We will
also be reviewing our own images and sharing them with others. At designated points during the semester you will
more formally present your projects to the class for critique.

This course is open to beginner and advanced photographers. You do not need to have your own camera. In order that
we have enough time in the darkroom you will be required to attend a Thursday lab from 3:30-5:30.

D.R., P.R., U.S.A.: The Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico and the United States
G  Avram

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
This course will explore the histories of the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico, especially but not exclusively as
they relate to these places' relationship to the United States. We will also focus on issues that Dominicans and Puerto
Ricans face today, both in these places and in the United States. Students in this class will hopefully leave it with a
better understanding of how the Dominican and Puerto Rican present have been influenced by the past.  They will
have regular reading, writing and interview assignments. They will also write at least one major paper on some aspect
of one or both of these places' history or present situations.



Elemental: A Journey Through the Periodic Table
D  Terri G

[Non Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course]
How do we know what we know about atoms? Who figured all this stuff out and why do we believe them? Are there
other ideas that have been discarded on the trash heap of chemistry? And is it worth reviewing the trash?

We will be looking at the history of chemistry in this course.  You will have the chance to choose for yourself a
subject you want to learn more about. The only requirements are that it be about chemistry and that there is research
available for you to read. If you can read about it, then you can study it here.

We will NOT be conducting experiments in this course, so you will NOT be able to write a Science Pre-Requisite Lab
Report.  We will be reading in class, sharing what we learn, and putting it all together in presentations and essays.

Energy
G  Daniel

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course] [Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
What is energy and where does energy come from? How did energy sources available to human beings change over
time? Is our supply of energy infinite or finite? What are the significant environmental impacts associated with the
most widely used energy sources in the United States? What is the future of renewable energy in the United States? Is
natural gas a cleaner form of energy? What forms of energy losses can occur during an energy conversion?

Energy is one of science's core ideas and perhaps the most central concept to all of science. Energy is the concept
people must understand in order to make informed decisions about important policy issues including climate change,
energy production, conservation, toxic waste,  and war in the Middle East.

In this class, we will conduct various hands-on activities to understand energy, energy conversion, and the concept of
energy conservation.

Environmental Science Issues
F  Daniel

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper]
How much oil is required to produce one plastic bag? Why should we worry about global warming? Is California's
water crisis a human-made problem? What is the human and environmental impact of e-waste?

In this hands-on science course we will discuss environmental issues. Students will design and conduct experiments to
educate the society about the impact of human activities on the environment.

Eyes On The Prize: From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter
D  Avram

[SS Pre-Req Course][SS Pre-Req Paper][SS Prof]
What does the history of the Civil Rights Movement tell us about where the United States is today in the fight against
racism and inequality? This course will try to answer this question by examining the emergence and impact of the
Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s and 60s. It will analyze the system of Jim Crow segregation and the various
forces, organizations, individuals, and tactics that came to challenge it. It will also try to interview one guest each
week about movements now and then and about how much progress the country has made or not and why. There will
also be regular reading, interviewing, and shorter writing assignments, as well as longer paper which may involve
additional, independent research.



Fiction Writing Workshop
G  Caitlin

[CA Pre-Req Course][Writing Req]
Interested in getting your creative juices flowing? This is a creative writing class open to all students. No experience as
a creative writer is necessary, but all students who join the class must have a serious interest in creating and sharing
their own fiction.

We will use the city, lots of writing exercises and, most importantly, our imaginations to write original fiction. Our
writing will take lots of forms, including at least one longer piece. Students will work with each other to develop their
stories through group exercises and writing workshops. 

This class can qualify as a Creative Arts or Writing pre-req.

Games
J  Ana

Like to play games? Backgammon, Blockus, Clue. Connect Four and many others. We'll learn them and play them.
Bring suggestions for other possible options. No prior experience necessary -- just be ready to play.

Geometry: Constructions
B  Andrea

[Math Pre-Req]
How many points are in a line? How many lines are in a plane? Starting with a compass and a straightedge, this class
will look at angles and shape relationships from theoretical and practical viewpoints. No need for a protractor or a
ruler!

Be ready to look for patterns, relationships and logic in our geometrical constructions. We will devise practical ways
of proving our constructions are what they are. Students will work mainly in small groups and there will be puzzles,
quizzes, tests and weekly homeworks.

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

Indoor Basketball (Girls Only)
J  Andrea

Are you all about that hoop life? Want to learn how to dribble, shoot and play defense? Come and have fun.  There
will be no trash talk and no males to ruin the fun.

"Boys Only" section will be offered in the second half of the semester.

Math Workshop
F  Andrea

Do you need some extra help with math? This workshop is designed so that students in similar math classes can work
together along with the additional support of the instructor.



Noir
E  Gail

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
Why do people like to read detective stories? Noir detective stories and their film adaptations have a reputation for
being dark and moody depicting the seedy side of life. Usually set in the early years of World War Two they were
filmed in black and white.

In this LITERATURE class we will read several classic detective stories and compare them with their film
adaptations.

There will be an opportunity to write a prereq paper.

Number Theory and Pre-Algebra
D  Kiki, Roy

[Math Pre-Req]
If you are not yet proficient in decimals, fractions, proportions, percents and signed numbers, this course will help to
fill in those gaps in your math knowledge.  In this class you'll mostly work in small groups doing puzzles and
problems with your classmates. Once per week, we'll have a lab period during which time you'll work individually to
focus more specifically on content catered specifically towards your needs. 

This class will help you pass the calculations prerequisite of the math proficiency.

Painting Workshop
E  Marcela
F  Marcela
G  Marcela

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof]
Do you want to know how to paint but have no clue what colors to mix to get orange, purple or green? Have you
painted before but need practice creating space, light and shadows on a canvas?  Do you want to experiment with
gauche, acrylic and watercolor? 

This class will focus on the basic "rules" of painting. We will begin by conducting color and color mixing
experiments. We will analyze how professional painters have used color to create space, light and mood. We will use a
variety of media including watercolor, acrylic and gauche. We will create a series of paint sketches before settling on a
final painting series.

Physics 101
D  Daniel

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper]
Why does an object in motion remain in motion? Ever wonder how scientists determine the limit on the number of
people allowed in an elevator? What is the role of physics in determining the speed limits in NYC?

In this hands-on science course, students will employ concepts in physics to explore and analyze questions about the
world around us. Students will conduct background research, collect and analyze data using mathematical techniques.
Students will follow the scientific method to write lab reports.



Plant Science
E  Shingi

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
How to grow and care for plants is very controversial, believe it or not. Very few people will agree on how much
water to use or which fertilizer is better. This makes plant science fertile ground for doing experiments. Can you
develop and carry out an experiment to test whether tap water is better for plants than spring water? Are plastic pots
better than clay ones? In this class you will learn how to set up experiments, make observations, take measurements
and draw conclusions. Since every experiment can be improved, you will learn how to pick out problems and figure
out how to solve them. You will have opportunities to write a qualifying lab pre-req or to start a proficiency.

Plays and Playwriting
F  Rachel W

[CA Pre-Req Course] [CA Prof] [Crit Pre-Req Course][Writing Req]
In this creative writing workshop we will go to plays, read several short plays and write scenes -  based on both our
lives and our imagination - that will eventually develop into short, one-act plays. Students will work on their writing
with Chris Ceraso, an actor and playwright and we will also host guest professional actors throughout the term.  

This class can count as an art, criticism or English class as you need.

Beginning and experienced writers are all welcome (including students who took playwriting before)!

Pocahontas & La Malinche
B  Rachel B

"Traitor", "heroine", "saint", or "whore"? Pocahontas* and La Malinche* are mythical females who've been the
subjects of paintings, poems, and films.  They are also both controversial historical women who've been called all of
the above, and were key figures in the clash between the Native American inhabitants of the Americas and the
European colonizers.  La Malinche - who perhaps you've never heard of - was a Native Nahua woman who played an
important role in Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortes' conquest of the Aztecs. She was his translator, adviser, and
mother of his child. Pocahontas you are probably more familiar with, but if your primary source is the Disney film,
you may have a mistaken impression of the role she played between her people - the Powhatans - and the English. 

In this course we will study different representations of these women in American and Mexican colonial history - and
look at paintings, film, poems, oral histories, written histories - to try to figure out for ourselves whether history has
been fair to these women. 

*Even their names are controversial - these are the most common but perhaps not the names we should remember
them by.



Poetry as a Universal Language
E  Venus

[CA Pre-Req Course]
Rita Dove, Poet Laureate of the United States wrote, "Poetry is language at its most distilled and most powerful." 
What makes language and poetry powerful?  How powerful is your voice? What can we learn about universal truths by
exploring the words of writers from our past and present? Are William Shakespeare, Pablo Neruda and Staceyann
Chin writing about the same kind of heartbreak? In this class we will be exposed to a range of poets, poetic styles and
their experiences. Then we will write about our own. Activites will include free writes, workshops and guided
exercises that will inspire our own poetic voices. 

Students will keep daily journals. Homework will vary from reading and analyzing poetry to writing assignments. By
the end of the term each student will publish an individual collection of poems. 

Note: We will explore some poetry written in Spanish. Being fluent in Spanish is not necessary.  Suggestions to read
poetry in other languages are welcomed.

Proficiency Lab
D  Karen, Rachel B

In this lab, students will work independently on proficiency and pre-requisite papers and projects that have been
assigned in other classes. Juniors and Seniors with specific goals they need to achieve this semester are especially
encouraged to sign up.

Proofs & Games: Intro to Discrete Math
E  Andrea

[Math Pre-Req][Math Prof]
***If you did not receive a math department recommendation for this course, but are interested in taking it instead of
or in addition to your current math course, please speak with Andrea.

How do you know you're correct? Are you really sure you're right? What is truth in mathematics? If it's true, is it
always true? Does one of your friends always win certain types of games?  Is there a way to prove that the strategy
being used is the best?

Proofs apply to all fields of mathematics and we will be looking at examples in several fields including number theory,
algebra, geometry and game theory. Some colleges define this course as "Discrete Mathematics."

In this course, you must play games, write and discuss strategies, test your strategies and definitively defend your ideas
with mathematical proofs.  There will be puzzles, game play, homework, projects and an exam.  There will be a final
project required for all students.  This final project can be extended and turned into your math application for the math
proficiency based on your overall progress in the course.



Psych - Lit
B  Karen

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
In this literature class we will examine the experiences of characters who struggle with deep psychological issues. 
Some of these issues are ones they are conscious of. While others remain largely unexamined, hidden deep in their
unconscious.  For some of these characters, their struggles push them to the brink. What happens to them?   

Students taking this class will be expected to read both fiction and non-fiction works. We will examine the writings of
Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung and other psychologists who offer real insight into the workings of the human mind.

Reading for Fun
A  Taina

[General Prof Skills]
Would you like to read more? Are you having trouble getting started? Do you have a hard time figuring out what book
to choose? Maybe you have never enjoyed reading novels or have never read a novel you enjoyed. Perhaps you've
never actually finished a novel.
In this course you will:

* choose what you read
* decide whether you like it
* give and take recommendations about what to read from your classmates
* learn what you like to read
* write reviews about the books you read

Reel Shorts: Making Movies
E  Rachel B

[CA Pre-Req Course] [CA Prof] [Crit Pre-Req Course]
Get ready to act in, shoot, direct, and edit  short films! We have some student scripts ready to shoot and members of
this class will have the opportunity to try their hand at both the creative and technical aspects of filmmaking. Based on
the demands of the films you will be working on, you must be prepared to work after school hours. (Returning Reel
Shorts filmmakers who plan on directing this semester must speak to Rachel B. and show her a script prior to
registration.)

Robotics
F  Shingi

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course] [Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
Do you have what it takes to engineer a robot? How do you tell a machine what to do? What design do you need to
take into consideration in order for your robot to work? Are you ready to compete?

In this course, we will be using Lego Mindstorms to design, build and program robots in teams. We will visit various
exhibits for inspiration. Your robots will compete against each other to accomplish specific tasks. No prior knowledge
of programming is necessary. Group work and homework completion is mandatory to succeed in this course.



Science Proficiency Workshop
E  Daniel

[Sci Prof]
Are you ready to start your science proficiency? Are you conducting an experiment from a class that doesn't meet this
semester? Do you need guidance conducting and writing your background research? This is where you belong. You
must have the science prerequisite, a mentor and a plan in order to enroll in this course.

Senior FUN Raising!!: Senior Activities Committee
J  Marcela

Seniors! Now that college applications etc are finally complete (for the most part...hopefully...), we can start having
fun as the graduating class of 2016!!!
In this committee, we will work on ways to realize the senior trips, the activities and events that we discussed in the
fall. Our job will be to make sure that what we want to do gets done for the class of 2016.

Senior Portait/Video: with Miranda
J  Rachel B

In this Activity we will be taking portraits of each member of the senior class, and making a video for the graduation
ceremonies--the Senior Celebration and the Graduation.

We hope to get some help from a few hard-working non-seniors who are interested in learning about the equipment
and want to help out!

Sketchbook
A  Marcela

[CA Pre-Req Course][CA Prof]
The sketch book is one of the most important tools an artist can have because it allows an artist to build a body of
work while experimenting with new styles and techniques. You will have daily drawing assignments that will focus on
different elements of art. You will sketch inside, outside and everywhere until the sketchbook becomes an integral part
of your life... You will fill the sketchbook with new concepts, ideas, notations and images that then will be used to
create more finished pieces

Sparks! Electrical Circuits & Engineering
D  Shingi

[Hands-On Sci Pre-Req Course][Sci Pre-Req Paper][Sci Prof]
We live in a world dominated by electrical devices. But what is electricity? How do circuits work? And how are
electrical components put together to make useful machines? 

In this course you will learn to use basic electronic components to build circuits, and use engineering principles to
design your own devices. We will also learn some of the physics behind electricity. Expect lots of hands on work with
fiddly electronics, and regular lab reports.



Speak Up
D  Gail

[Writing Req]
What is the most common fear that people will admit? The fear of public speaking.

In this course we will write and deliver several speeches. We will analyze famous speeches, commit parts of them to
memory and interpret some poetry orally. We'll work on listening skills. You will have a chance to improve your
ability to project your voice and work on your pronunciation.

Step by Step: Walking and Studying
G  Shingi

[Phys Ed][General Prof Skills]
We will start each class period with a brisk walk, increasing our distance week by week. The second half of the class
will be a quiet study period, when students will be able to get some work done for their other classes.

Only two requirements: 1) you must remember to keep appropriate walking shoes in school; 2) you must pledge not to
whine.

Student Committee
J  Shingi, Terri G

The student committee works to provide all of Urban with a strong sense of community.  While it is not an elected
body, we try to represent the whole student body. 

Past Student Committees have organized a school dance, raised money through snack sales, run holiday candy-grams,
held movie nights and organized community-building activities. If you have ideas to take Urban's Student Committee
to the next level, join us and be a leader!

Teen Literature
A  Karen

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
What should I wear? Who should I go out with? Do I look good? Are these the type of questions which most teenagers
are interested in getting answers to?  Do popular shows targeted to teenagers like Teen Wolf, Degrassi, Pretty Little
Liars or Teen Mom capture the typical teenage experience? Or do they miss the mark?

In this literature class we will read novels, short stories and watch films which are clearly targeted to the teen
audience. Do they do a good job or not? We will critique these texts.

Students taking this class will have the opportunity to write a pre-requisite paper in which they explore these and other
issues pertaining to teenage life.

Telenovela Project
J  Venus

We'll be watching, writing and re-enacting Spanish telenovelas.  You'll need basic to intermediate level in either oral
or written Spanish.  

Be prepared to cry in Spanish!



The Future
F  Karen

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
What do you think the future is going to look like?  Do you imagine a world where there will be peace everywhere? 
Where there will be greater access to education, food and healthcare for everyone?  Do you think there is good cause
to feel optimistic about what is to come?  Or do you feel that the future looks bleak?

In this literature class we will look at visions of the future which have been presented by a range of authors.  Our
readings will include works by contemporary writers as well as classic pieces like 1984 and Brave New World. 
Students will get ample opportunity to discuss whether or not they agree or disagree with these writers as well as
discuss other scenarios.

Students taking this course will be able to complete a literature pre-requisite paper.

Tragic Plays in Literature
D  Rachel W

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
When does a sad story become a tragedy? What is the role of fate, luck and people's decisions in causing suffering?
What draws us to tell, hear and watch tragic stories and why do they make such compelling theater? In this literature
course, we will read many plays, starting with several Greek tragedies, including Oedipus and either Antigone or
Medea. We will also read modern tragedies by great playwrights such as Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller and
August Wilson. Students are expected to read outside of class, complete written homework assignments as well as
participate in reading (and even acting) parts of the plays in class. We will hopefully also attend a play outside of
school. There will be opportunities to write a literature prerequisite paper here.

Trigonometry: Buildings, triangles and mystery distances
G  Becky

[Math Pre-Req][Math Prof]
How can you use triangles to measure heights of buildings or distances to places you can see on the horizon?  In this
class you'll be using trigonometric relations and hand-made tools to figure out great distances.  You'll also use proofs,
patterns, equations, identities and graphing to solve practical problems. This class will include trips to the river, park
and several buildings. You will work mainly in small groups and will have regular homework and periodic quizzes and
tests.

Prerequisite- Teacher recommendation

Weight Room
B  Anson

[Phys Ed]
It's time to get in shape! This physical fitness class meets 3 times a week.  We will all do the same intensive workout.
The weight-training program is designed to improve your cardiovascular system while building strength.  We use low
weights, so everyone can do the workout - no experience necessary! You do not need to be a weightlifter, but you do
need to come to class every day, ready to participate.



What's the Story?: Stories About Men and Women
A  Gail

[Lit Pre-Req Course][Lit Pre-Req Paper]
What is expected of males in our society? What is expected of females? What happens when those expectations cross
paths with real people living real lives? 

In this Literature class we will read short stories about men and women and have a chance to explore these questions.
We'll look at whether gender influences the lives of authors and the characters they have created as well as our own. 

You can work on a prereq paper in this class

Women's Empowerment Group: with Charlotte and Harley
J  Karen

The Women's Empowerment Group is a safe space for the young women of Urban.  It is a judgment-free discussion
period where we will be covering issues surrounding sexism and the role it plays in our lives. Topics we will raise
include gender roles, reproductive rights, harassment and more.  Our goal is empowerment through discussion that will
give us the ability to unite as all different types of women. Open to ALL self-identifying women!!

Word Games
J  Rachel W

Have you played Taboo, Apples to Apples, Celebrities or Fictionary?  There are dozens of fun word games and we'll
sample quite a few - from board games like Boggle to group party games.

Work Lab
E  Caitlin

This will be a work lab for people who would like extra time and support to complete all of their work.


