
Urban Academy Policy on Mobile Phones 
 
The Urban Academy staff has become increasingly concerned about the use of mobile phones during class times. 
While we recognize that these devices are a fact of life and are useful in many ways, we have noted that students 
are using them during class times more frequently than in the past, and our classes are suffering.  
 
In addition, minor conflicts between students that might not have escalated in the past now blow up quickly and 
involve wider groups, as messages fly around during class time, amplified with every transmission.  The staff has 
spent a great deal of time mediating such conflicts. 
 
Accordingly, we have developed a new policy, as follows: 
 

1. All students, upon entering every class, will power down or put on airplane mode their phones, and then 
place them in the hanging phone slots which we have installed in every classroom.  We have also installed 
a 10-port charging station in each classroom, so that students who wish to charge their phones may do so. 

a. If a student says he/she does not have her phone with her, teachers will not argue.  If, however, 
the student’s phone makes a noise, vibrates, or becomes visible during class time, the teacher will 
confiscate the phone and give it to Adam or Becky.  

b. If a student is found using a phone outside of a classroom during class time, the phone will be 
confiscated and given to Adam or Becky. 

c. The first time Adam or Becky are given a particular student’s phone, they will return it at the end 
of the day.  

d. The second time Adam or Becky are given the same student’s phone, they will contact the 
student’s parents/guardians to discuss how to prevent such incidents in the future.  

e. The third time Adam or Becky are given the same student’s phone, the phone will be returned 
only to the student’s parents/guardians. 

2. Phones are to remain in the slots for the duration of the class.  Students who leave the room may not take 
their phones with them.  Students will retrieve their phones at the end of class. 

3. Students may continue to use their phones during breaks, at lunch, before and after school. 
4. Teachers may grant exceptions to this policy to allow students to use phones during class to search for 

information, as calculators, etc.  A student must receive permission each time s/he wishes/needs to use a 
phone, before using the phone. 

a. In the event that such an exception is granted, the phone is to remain in the classroom.  Students 
may not take the phone with them if they leave the room. 

5. PHONES ARE NEVER TO BE USED IN THE BATHROOM.  If a student is found using a phone in the 
bathroom, it will be confiscated and given to Adam or Becky.  All phones have cameras and 
microphones, and cameras and microphones do not belong in the bathroom. 

 
As was the rule in the past, students who are found using phones and refuse to hand them over without argument 
will be subjected to more serious consequences.  Teachers will not disrupt classes to argue for phones, but will tell 
Adam and Becky about what has happened. 
 
Family members should be made familiar with this policy, so that they understand that students are not 
able to respond to their messages during class times.  In the event that someone needs to reach an Urban 
Academy student urgently, s/he should call the office at 212.570.5284 and ask whomever answers to bring 
the student to the office so that they can speak on the phone. 


